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entrusted to his care. Francisco Franco received his early
education in this school, and, following a course then tradi-
tional in El Ferrolj he entered the Naval School, which was
directed by the war-sloop captain, Saturnino Suances, where
he pursued the studies leading to the bachelor's degree
and other subjects required for entrance to the Naval
Academy.
It happened, however, that at that time the Spanish
Treasury was labouring under difficult circumstances, and
extensive economies had to be resorted to in order to balance
accounts. One of the economies consisted in the reduction
of the personnel of the army and navy, and a suspension
until further notice of the entrance examination of the
Naval Academy. Francisco Franco was one of those affected
by this measure. He adjusted his situation, however, by
taking the entrance examinations of the Toledo Military
Academy, which he entered on August 29, 1907, and from
which he was graduated on the I3th of July, 1910, with the
rank of second lieutenant.
Franco was a slender youth, of delicate features and large,
shining, curious eyes. He was very devoted and always
ready to discharge the duties, no matter how rigorous, which
the discipline of the Academy imposed. At the same time he
was restless, and of a merry, lively disposition that led him
to take part in all of the pranks and adventures that were a
part of those colourful years as a cadet.
As a second lieutenant he served the first period of his
military career in the Zamora Regiment No. 8, stationed at
El Ferrol. But Franco's youth rebelled against the immobil-
ity of life in the garrison at El FerroL It seems that in the
innermost recesses of his soul there struggled that verse of
Shelley, that Lyautey accepted as his slogan; "The souFs
joy lies in doing.'*
And up from Morocco there grumbled a warlike roar that